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“

At a world’s
end

The crisis consists precisely in
the fact that the old is dying and
the new cannot be born” Antonio Gramsci,
There is certainly a Fin de siècle
even apocalyptic mood afoot. The
conundrum for those who wish to
bet on the End of the World is this,
however. What would be the point?
The World would have ended.
I learnt that in the last 44 years,
we have achieved what we haven’t
in all this while: a mass annihilation of
our fellow earthlings. Between 1970
and 2014, Earth lost nearly 60%
decline of its mammals, birds, fish,
reptiles and amphibians, almost all of
it due to human activity. What with

the biblical Cyclone in Mozambique,
its all too easy to think like Pompeo
that the moment of ‘’rapture’’ might
well be upon us.
WB Yeats’ The Second Coming
Turning and turning in the widening gyreThe falcon cannot hear the
falconer;Things fall apart; the centre
cannot hold;
The ceremony of innocence is
drowned;The best lack all conviction,
while the worstAre full of passionate
intensity.
Surely some revelation is at hand;Surely the Second Coming is at hand.
“I was the most innocent human
being” President Trump told Sean
Hannity. And the entire Claque [Wikileaks, Greenwald et al] did a Hamlet,
“The lady doth protest too much,
methinks.”
Over in the United Kingdom The
Brexit Story continues to play out
longer than the longest Oresteia is a
trilogy of Greek tragedies written by
Aeschylus] and I have watched the
play and its long. Mrs. Theresa May
who has been previously characterised as a Bot, brought her May
Deal for the third time only for it be
rejected again. She is proposing to
bring it a 4th time next week. Ster-

ling re-tested the 1.3000 level. There
are two schools of thought. The
Majority View is that we have had an
eternity to price everything into the
Pound and all the bad news is baked
into the price now and therefore this
is a Yazz Moment and ‘’The only way
is up’’ The minority position about
20% versus 80% is saying there is a
chance that what is soft will become
hard [Brexit] and brittle and therefore, there is a risk the whole edifice
will come crashing down and career
off course.
The Theatre of the UK Parliament
is I am ashamed to admit rather
more interesting than was the
Oresteia. Further afield, The Head
of the Army in Algeria is trying to
remove President Bouteflika the
wheelchair-chair bound who might
be remembered in the history books
as Bouteflika the Sticky. Article 102
of Algeria’s constitution allows the
constitutional council to declare the
presidency vacant if the incumbent
is too ill to exercise his functions,
then ask parliament to declare him
unfit. In Africa, in particular, a lot of
Leadership is in the departure Lounge but Bouteflika is surely the most
extreme example.

@SunChartist whom I follow on
Twitter said this
The premise of ZIRP / NIRP
was always these are temporary
measures for atrial fibrillation of the
economy. 10 years later same medicine in ever larger dosage to keep
the patient alive. The definition of [a]
vegetative state.
The Bond market is surely in a
vegetative state. The Market Value
of Global Negative Yielding Bonds
rose +$518 Billion Thursday to
$10.42 Trillion and is just $1.75 Trillion
away from a record high. Japan
and Germany account for 64% of
Negative Yielding bonds. It is worth
pointing out that Germany and Japan
are being paid to borrow money.
This level of dissonance in the bond
market is unprecedented. Just about
everything rallied in Q1.
Following on from an Annus
Horribilis in 2018 [where 93% of
assets declined in value], Q1 2019
was a Quarter mirabilis. The Central
Bankers flipped and administered
huge doses of drugs. Just about
everything from Crude Oil [+31% in
Q1] to Frontier market Debt [Kenya
+10%]. has been pumped up. This
cannot last notwithstanding the fact

that somehow its been going on a for
a decade. Eventually this zombification will end and only the debris will
be left.
The latest Signal of Stress is being
emitted by Turkey where Erdogan
pronounced ‘I’m in charge,’ the day
after the overnight rate clocked an
eye-popping 1,336%. He added that
Turkey had thwarted “attacks” by
the United States and the West on
the lira and he accused some banks
of playing games with the currency
ahead of Sunday’s vote.
“They can’t find lira now, they are
struggling in terms of payments.
The tables have turned. While they
can’t do this, the lira firms and the
dollar falls,” Erdogan said. His [lack
of analysis] of the situation is his
Achilles heel.
President Erdogan will learn what
Norman Lamont learned and the
Turkish Lira is teetering at the precipice. Now if the Lira crashes [which
looks very likely], the Infection will
spread out of Istanbul. We could see
a major wobble, a Flight to Quality
and in that environment you might
well want to own some Yen.
Aly-Khan is a financial analyst

ONLINE FRAUDSTERS

Cyber attacks on the rise with
increased mobile applications
The National KE-CIRT/CC detected 10.2 million cyber threats over three months

CYNTHIA ILAKO
@LadyKanyali

Kenyans are increasingly being exposed to cyber attacks and online
fraud due to the rapid growth of mobile applications on popular online
stores.
The latest report by the Communication Authority shows for the three
months to December, the National
Kenya Computer Incident Response
Team – Coordination Centre (National
KE-CIRT/CC), detected 10.2 million
cyber threats. This is a dramatic spike
given 4,589 cyber threats were detected over the same period in 2017.
“In particular, there was a rise in
cases of malware and the sale of stolen data and credentials including
personal data and credit card information,” the quarterly report stated.
Additionally, the report notes that
cyber criminals are targeting their attacks on end-users who have limited
cyber security skills.
During the review period nine
million online threats detected were
malware which mainly included
phishing attacks. Through this, online attackers send emails purporting
to be from reputable companies in
order to coerce individuals into revealing personal information, such
as usernames, passwords and credit
card details.
There were also 737,289 web application attacks detected during

A projection of cyber code on a hooded man is pictured in this illustration picture taken on May 13, 2017 /REUTERS

the review period which included
website defacement and illegal access to online applications, 453,371
denial-of-service threats which hampered the availability of computer services and 3,449 attacks perpetrated
through the exploitation of misconfigured systems.
Over the three month period 158
cases of online abuse including online fraud, hate speech, incitement to
violence and fake news were detected

by the National KE-CIRT/CC.
“During this period under review,
12,197 cyber threat advisories were
issued to the affected organisations
marking 91 per cent increase from
the advisories sent out to affected institutions in previous quarter,” the
report stated.
The number of active mobile subscriptions grew 15.65 per cent to 49.5
million subscriptions compared to
42.8 million subscriptions over the

same period in 2017.
This drove the country’s mobile
penetration to 106.2 per cent during
the quarter from 94.3 per cent during
the same period in 2017 as most users
own multiple SIM cards.
The Kenya Integrated Household
Budget Survey (KIHBS) report published by the Kenya National Bureau
of Statistics (KNBS) in 2018 indicated
that at least 30 per cent of Kenyans
owned more than one SIM card.

LET YOUR MENTEE
KNOW THAT FEELING
LIKE AN IMPOSTER IS
NORMAL
How do you mentor
someone with imposter
syndrome? It’s hard to
help an employee who
doubts their skills or
accomplishments, but a few
strategies can help.
One is to normalize their
feelings. When your mentee
worries that they’re a
fraud, shrug your shoulders
and warmly say, “You
and everyone else in the
building!” Remind them
that those types of feelings
are pretty common — and
people who don’t have them
aren’t necessarily more
competent.
You can even share your
own stories of feeling like an
imposter. Another approach
is to challenge negative
self-talk with concrete
facts.
If your mentee thinks they
botched a presentation, for
example, say, “I heard you
did a great job.
Do you actually mean there
are a couple of things you
want to work on for next
time?” A third method is
to remind them often that
they do belong in their role.
Look for opportunities to
let them know you believe
in them and affirm their
achievements.

