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The showdown

P

resident Trump is a unique political phenomenon otherwise
he would not have parlayed
his way to the White House.
Trump has already established
his credentials as a linguistic warfare specialist. Look at the names he
gave his opponents: crooked Hillary,
Lyin’ Ted, little Marco, ‘low-energy’
Jeb — which were devastating and
terminal.
His linguistics actually derive
from the world of wrestling and
between 1988 and 2013, he ran
wrestling events, appeared ringside
(notably in the Battle of the Billionaires), and was even inducted into
the world wrestling entertainment
Hall of Fame.
Despite being presented as a
competitive sport, professional
wrestling is scripted. The competitors, results, pre-match and
post-match interviews — all of it
is make-believe. The broadcas-

ters give their audience all the
things you’d expect in a work
of fiction: backstory, suspense,
symbolism and so forth. [Financial
Times’Stephen Grosz].
In wrestling, as in literature,
names are never neutral. Naming
a character is an essential part of
creating them.
There’s always a “face” (short
for baby-face, or hero) and a “heel”
(villain). Hulk Hogan and Dwayne
“The Rock” Johnson are faces. Jake
“The Snake” Roberts and Rick Rude
are heels.
Wrestling pits good against bad, a
genuine he-man against a phoney
rascal. To emasculate his opponents, Trump uses this trope: “low
Energy Jeb”, “Mr Magoo” (Jeff Sessions) “Lyin’ James” (Comey), “Rat”
(Michael Cohen), “Highly conflicted
Bob Mueller”.
As part of his two-fisted
swagger, Trump tweets in wrestling-speak: “lightweight Marco
Rubio was working hard last night.
The problem is, he is a choker, and
once a choker, always a choker!
meltdown.
The President expanded his linguistic warfare repertoire last week
to embrace a [prima facie] racist
trope, he said;
In America, if you hate our country, you are free to leave. The simple
fact of the matter is, the four Congresswomen think that America is
wicked in its origins, they think that
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America is even more wicked now,
that we are all racist and evil.
He picked on four ladies of colour
AOC, Tlaib, Omar & Pressley. His
use of the word ‘’wicked’’ was a
‘’Blinder’’ because who can forget
the Wizard of Oz and the Wicked
Witch of the West. Paul Virilio said.
‘’Images contaminate us like a

virus.’’
What is clear is that he has characterised the 4 Ladies as 4 Wicked
Witches of the West.
The Ladies turned apoplectic.
Set aside the right and wrong
because what is right and what is
wrong is no longer moving the political needle. The linguistic warfare.

specialist has laid a trap & Team @
AOC and @IlhanMN et al are exactly
where he wants them rabbits
caught in the headlights and not
sufficiently situation-ally aware.
He has made them the face of the
Democratic Party. And they are so
‘’drunk’’ they don’t even understand
what he has done. He has relegated
Speaker Pelosi to a mere Footnote
and he is going to fight his re-election against them.
“What the president has done is
politically brilliant. Pelosi was trying
to marginalize these folks and the
president has now identified the entire party with them.” @jaketapper.
Sure its open racism but if he
gets 2/3 of the white vote he gets
re-elected [RenCapman].
There is a reason Trump twits:it
gives him Pavlovian control over
the narrative. And now he is trying
to release A$AP Rocky.
President Trump: “I personally
don’t know A$AP Rocky but I can
tell you he has tremendous support
from the African American community in this country. When I say
African American, I think I can really
say from everybody in this country
n/c we’re all one.”
The President is a political genius
and the four wicked witches see
their role as wearing their moral
compass on their sleeve. Its game
is over.
Aly-Khan is a financial analyst
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Diaspora earnings at all-time
high as tax amnesty closes
The high remittance can be attributed to the rush the to beat June 30 deadline

VICTOR AMADALA
@ItsAmadala

Kenyans in diaspora sent home highest amount of money ever last month,
taking advantage of the last days of
tax amnesty on foreign earnings that
lapsed on June 30.
The weekly bulletin by the Central
Bank of Kenya (CBK) on Friday reported June’s remittance inflows at
$295 million (Sh30.4 billion), highest ever in monthly series, pushing
up year - on -year inflows by 13.6
per cent to $2.768 billion (Sh285.1
billion).
‘‘The remittance inflows rose to an
all-time high in June 2019 amounting to $295 million compared to $243
million in May,’’CBK said.
The banking regulator did not give
a reason for the growth. It however
said that North America, Europe and
rest of the world accounted for 38 per
cent, 32 per cent and 30 per cent of
money received respectively.
The high remittance can however be attributed to the rush by the
diaspora to repatriate funds home
before June 30.
On Friday, CBK’s usable foreign
exchange reserves remained ade-

quate at $9.747 (Sh1.003 trillion) 6.2
(months of import cover), meeting
the regulator’s statutory requirement to endeavor to maintain at least
four months of import cover, and
the East Africa Community region’s
convergence criteria of 4.5 months
of import cover.
This was however a slight drop
compared to $9.765 billion (Sh1.006
trillion) reported the previews week.
The East African state had in 2016
amended the Tax Procedures Act to
introduce Section 37B which granted
amnesty on foreign income that had
been earned on or before 31 December, 2016.
This was later amended on April
3, 2017, extending the deadline to
allow full amnesty provided the
foreign income was declared and
funds realized were transferred to
Kenya no later than June 30, 2018.
The amnesty was further extended to
June 30, 2019, despite concerns that
it would lead to inflows of illicit cash
including proceeds from corruption.
Treasury CS Henry Rotich was silent on the matter when he presented the 2019/2020 budget statement
in June, meaning, any money repatriated into the country will attract
a 10 per cent tax penalty starting
this month.
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The remittances in Kenya have risen to become the biggest source of
foreign exchange, ahead of tourism,
tea, coffee and horticulture exports.
They have played a big role in the
stability of the shilling in the past
10 months since the country’s precautionary from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) expired in
September.

Although the total for 12 months
to June hit Sh285.1 billion, slightly
above Sh280 billion reported last
year, taxation is likely to hurt remittance for the next six months to
December, decelerating the annual
total.Less diaspora inflow can hurt
the country’s foreign reserve which
is only currency shock buffer in the
absence of the IMF facility.

FAIR PLAY
“Play Fair you’re sure to elicit a threat
response if you provide feedback
the other person views as unfair or
inaccurate. But how do you avoid that,
given how subjective perceptions
of fairness and accuracy are? David
Bradford of the Stanford Graduate
School of Business suggests “staying
on our side of the net”—that is,
focusing our feedback on our feelings
about the behavior and avoiding
references to the other person’s
motives. We’re in safe territory on
our side of the net; others may not
like what we say when we describe
how we feel, but they can’t dispute its
accuracy. However, when we make
guesses about their motives, we cross
over to their side of the net, and even
minor inaccuracies can provoke a
defensive reaction. For example, when
giving critical feedback to someone
who’s habitually late, it’s tempting to
say something like, “You don’t value
my time, and it’s very disrespectful
of you.” But these are guesses about
the other person’s state of mind,
not statements of fact. If we’re even
slightly off base, the employee will feel
misunderstood and be less receptive
to the feedback. A more effective
way to make the same point is to say,
“When you’re late, I feel devalued and
disrespected.” It’s a subtle distinction,
but by focusing on the specific
behavior and our internal response—by
staying on our side of the net—we
avoid making an inaccurate, disputable
guess. Because motives are often
unclear, we constantly cross the net
in an effort to make sense of others’
behavior. While this is inevitable, it’s
good practice to notice when we’re
guessing someone’s motives and get
back on our side of the net before
offering feedback.”

