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The End is Nigh

T

he United Nations General
Assembly #UNGA is a set
piece event that I always
look forward to with a level of
desire which always catches me
a little off guard. #UNGA is one of
the few platforms where William
S. Burroughs’ edict
“Smash the control images.
Smash the control machine.”
applies and just about everyone
gets their Warholian moment.
“In the future, everyone will be
world-famous for 15 minutes”
said Andy Warhol.
Fortunately, this year, we were
able to skip Bibi Netanyahu’s ‘’Dog
and Pony show’’ because he had
other things to focus on like trying

to cobble together a government
and I am sure the entire world
breathed a collective sigh of relief.
The 16-year old environmental activist Greta Thunberg who
of course set the tone with her
powerful intervention.
“You have stolen my dreams
and my childhood with your empty
words. And yet I’m one of the
lucky ones.
People are suffering. People
are dying. Entire ecosystems are
collapsing’’
“We are in the beginning of a
mass extinction. And all you can
talk about is money and fairytales
of eternal economic growth. How
dare you!’’
Of course the ‘’How dare you!’’
resonated with me because it is as
Ryszard Kapuscinski wrote: ‘’It is
authority that provokes revolution.’’
President Bolsonaro pronounced ‘’You shall know the truth
and the truth shall set you free’’
and spoke of ‘’Trails of death and
destruction. Ideologically infected
human souls and biologically perverted children’’ which I will just
leave out there because his intervention in fact left me speechless.

Boris Johnson spoke of ‘’Smart
cities [which] will pullulate with
sensors, all joined together by the
“internet of things”, bollards communing invisibly with lamp posts.....
[and asked] How do you plead with
an algorithm?’’
President Rouhani skipped a
handshake with President Trump
and instead delivered his message
direct via Fox News, which was a
very neat touch.
President Trump evidently
found it all a little overwhelming
and had his security detail block a
16-year old girl and then did a J.
Alfred Prufrock and a ‘’Like a
patient etherized upon a table’’
impression.
Imran Khan delivered a speech
which was as effective as the
reverse swing with which he used
to bamboozle the World’s best
Batsman and this time he bowled
Prime Minister Modi all ends up.
TS Eliot wrote another poem
captioned The Hollow Men which
stars
Mistah Kurtz-he dead
Between the idea
And the reality
Between the motion
And the act

Falls the Shadow.
Now lets turn to the markets.
Of course, Greta was referencing
the feedback loop and the risks of
die back where we enter a phase
of ‘’cascading system collapse’’
precisely because of the negative
spillover effects of the Hydrocarbon Century. So let me turn to the
Houthis who two weekends ago
struck deep inside the Kingdom
with a swarm of drones and are
now reporting that they attacked the Saudi frontline and have
captured “thousands” of enemy
troops, including many officers and
soldiers of the Saudi army, as well
as hundreds of armored vehicles.
“Operation ‘Victory from God’
is the largest military one since
the brutal aggression began. The
enemy suffered heavy losses ...
and wide swathes of territory
were liberated in only a few days,”
Houthi spokesman Mohammed
Abdul-Salam tweeted.
Three Saudi brigades fell in
hands of Yemen’s Houthi fighters
in Najran south of Saudi Arabia.
Saudi propaganda was effective
in bringing the price of oil right
back down after a 20 per cent
surge two weeks ago but a reprice

higher is coming and this time its
not going to ebb.
No number of Patriot missile
batteries can protect the House
of Saud and its Salvatori Mundi
now. The enemy is no longer at the
border, its on the inside. Buy oil.
The Dollar has been girding its
loins all year and is set to explode.
BUY THE DOLLAR.
Safe Havens like GOLD and the
new c21st Safe Haven BITCOIN,
however, are trading like everybody is long and are very crowded and look set to deteriorate.
BITCOIN could in fact fall as far as
$1,000,00 where it was in January
2017.
President Xi will have to let the
renminbi go so SELL the RENMINBI.
They will hold it steady this
week because the CCP is celebrating 70 years of the People’s Republic but when the party is over, it
will be an almighty hangover.
And you can also SELL STERLING because the United Kingdom
is crashing out of Europe. and
the EURO as well where parity is
calling.
Aly-Khan is a financial analyst

DEMONETISATION

Public decry poor quality of new
notes three months down the line
Today is the last day individuals and businesses can change their old Sh1,000 notes
EMMY CHIRCHIR
@TheStarKenya

As the deadline for the use of the old
Sh1,000 notes comes to a close, small
and medium businesses have complained about the quality of the material used on the new currency.
This is coming just three months
after the new generation bank notes
were launched by President Uhuru
Kenyatta on June 1, during the country’s 56th Madaraka Day celebrations
in Narok county.
CBK had assured Kenyans on the
new-look notes’ quality and durability after its launch and even defended
the cost for printing and supplying the
money.
De La Rue,bank note printing firm
which won the tender to print Kenyan
currency in Nairobi, had said it was
“adding the fresh coat that would see
paper money stay longer before getting
defaced.”
They had also confirmed the “introduction of a new coat of varnish
to reduce wear and tear and prolong
their life in circulation” as the Central
Bank governor Patrick Njoroge had
said. While defending the cost,it was
supposedly an indication that the new
currency was expected to last beyond
June 2022.
The cost of printing new-look Kenya currency increased by half to Sh15
billion amid delays and introduction
of a new coat of varnish to reduce wear
and tear.
Even so, traders and members of

public say the reality on the ground
is different from what CBK promised
them.
Boniface Kiwiri a cashier at a Naivas Supermarket in Nairobi said they
accepted the change of the notes denominations with excitement but now
they are not too happy with the change.
“I am not happy with the new notes.
I wish the old ones could be brought
back or else they better improve the
quality of the material. I deal with customers everyday and they find the new
currency notes to be too light,”Kiwiri
said.
“Sometimes changes need to be
embraced by Kenyans but truth be
told,the new notes hardly last being
new before they wear out and tear.
One has to be extra careful when getting the money from the pocket especially the hundred and fifty shilling
notes,” Bancy Muthoni a food vendor
in Nairobi said.
She added that water is an enemy
to the new currency notes since the
moment it gets in touch with it, there
are higher chances of the notes tearing
in just a few days or even immediately.
“We are the ones who suffer the most
because we deal with the money on
a daily basis. The new notes are frustrating,’’ she told the Star.
“you just take the notes from the
customers without a word because
when you look at the customer,you
become speechless,”Dominic Ongware a matatu taut lamented.
Clinton a bus conductor on route 56
said that the new Sh1,000 notes were

Display of new currency notes in Nairobi on June 3

good in quality. He also praised the five
hundred shilling notes quality adding
that there are fake notes in the market.
Jackson Gathii, a shopkeeper also told
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us how the old note is likely to last a
few years longer before it wears off
and tears compared to the new one
that will barely last a year.

IT’S ACTUALLY
HELPFUL TO
CRITICIZE IDEAS
WHEN YOU’RE
BRAINSTORMING
You’ve probably heard that
when you’re brainstorming,
criticizing others’ ideas will
kill creativity and enthusiasm.
But the truth is, when done
right, criticism can encourage
collaboration and help your
team get to better ideas.
Here’s how. If you see a
weakness in something a
colleague has proposed, don’t
simply say, “This will never
work.” Acknowledge their
idea, explain the problem
with it, and then propose an
improvement.
Someone else should do the
same for your suggestion,
and then another colleague
should do the same for theirs.
Similarly, when you like
someone’s idea, don’t just say,
“Great suggestion!” and take
it as-is.
Look for ways to collectively
build on the idea and make
it even better. This kind of
constructive interaction
can create a deep cycle of
critical feedback that leads
to breakthroughs. That’s why
you’re brainstorming, after
all — to get to great ideas
together.

