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TARGETED: A miraa trader delivers his prude to the market. The UK wants its export banned.
BY LOLA OKULO
A new proposal to ban miraa in the UK has sent jitters
among its traders in Kenya
as the country remains the
sole export market in Europe after Netherlands outlawed it last year.
The Times UK reported
on Friday that Home Secretary Theresa May plans
to ban the sale and use of
miraa also known as khat
because of the potential
links between its trade and
Islamic extremism. Miraa
proceeds, it is suspected,
funds terrorism activities in
some cases.
In January, the UK government’s Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs
rejected calls for a miraa
ban on the basis that it
could lead to health problems. In refusing to outlaw
the sale and use of miraa
in that country, ACMD
said at the time that there
was insufficient evidence

to link its use to adverse
health problems.
The
Nyambene
Miraa Traders Association is
alarmed by the proposal
while Sakijo Internationala company that packages
and exports miraa said even
Kenya Airways will stand to
lose alot.
“Miraa is the only fresh
cargo that is most expensively charged. Kenya Airways will also be the second
biggest direct loser since it
charges $4.30 per kilogram
of miraa carried,” said Sakijo International’s cordinator
Francis Kinyua.
Over 80 tonnes of miraa
is exported to UK weekly.
Sakijo International said it
facilitates exportation of
between 12 and 14 tonnes
of miraa four times weekly.
Fourteen tonnes fetches
$127,000.
Kinyua said upon arrival in the UK, the commodity is charged a tax
of £6.25(Sh818.75) per

box with every trip having
around 3,303 boxes packed
translating to a tax of Sh2.7
million tax per consignment.
The drug is mainly used
in the UK by Somali, Ethiopian, East African and Yemeni people.
UK lobby groups that
have for several years been
advocating for a ban on
miraa argue that its use has
caused social problems like
family breakdowns and
groupings at certain locations by miraa consumers in
residential areas.
The last time the traders
were faced with an imminent UK ban, Nyambene
Miraa Traders Association
started efforts to improve
the image of the trade and
use of the commodity in
England that would see a
proactive approach to address littering, gathering in
large crowds and new strategies to improve packaging
and pesticide use.

resident Obama’s visit to Africa,
which is apparently carrying a
Cannes-like price tag of $100m,
was always going to capture the
world’s attention. It is indeed
rare that the President’s share of voice is
outranked but with the totemic Nelson
Mandela ailing, we have these two narratives leaping off the always on 24hour
media charts.
It was Nelson Mandela who said many
things and one of my favourites is;
There is no passion to be found playing
small - in settling for a life that is less than
the one you are capable of living.
And it was Nelson Mandela who said
in 2008 that Obama’s election proved
Africans should “dare to dream”.
In his Book, ‘The Audacity of Hope’,
President Obama said “I serve as a blank
screen on which people of vastly different
political stripes project their own views.”
And for me, this was Obama’s political
skill and what propelled him to the presidency. And I recall the day in Nairobi, when
the President was elected. Nairobi felt
like a rave with all these deliriously happy
Kenyans. And the point I am making is that
Africans and Kenyans in particular were
projecting big time and Mr. Obama was a
natural high.
Delirious happiness has never been a
permanent or long lived thing in my experience. Liberals in the United States looked
on aghast as President Obama embraced
the drone war. And how we all felt, a fleeting overnight stay in Accra later, was best
described by Mo Ibrahim.
“For this disengagement to happen
on the watch of our son (Obama) in the
White House is strange for us,” he said.
“This is not about aid money. We know it is
hard times here with Congress and other
issues.
We really love you. We want a little bit of
love, Mr. Obama, come and give us a hug
now and then.”
President Obama was in a trap when it
came to Africa in his first term. In America,
He had to be and to be seen to be the
President of the United States of America.
He could not be seen as an AfricanAmerican President. The risk of domestic
political blowback from the Republican
right of too tight an African embrace was
just way too big.
Whilst President Barack Obama is
behind the curve and playing catch up
with respect to Africa, I think Obama is
perfectly placed to “leverage the lashings
of soft power he has in Africa.’’ That soft
power was seen in the town mall meeting

in Soweto. And no disrespect to the other
dreamer Xi Jinping [who is seeking ‘’the
Chinese dream of great rejuvenation of
the Chinese nation’’ and who is infinitely
more user friendly than any of his predeccessors] but in that town hall gig, it is easy
to see Obama’s soft power and how he
is just a hug away [if he wants to] from
reigniting the Africa affair.
Mo Ibrahim has noted that half of all
Africans on the continent are under 19
years of age, and they are better educated, informed and connected. “That
is changing Africa,” he said. “They don’t
respect the status quo.” When it comes to
this constituency, President Obama has
his finger on the pulse.
So I accept that President Obama is
playing catch-up but if anyone can, I am
sure he can.
Ben Rhodes who certainly holds a
position higher than his title might suggest said; “Frankly, we have heard a high
demand signal from the US private sector
for us to play an active role in deepening
our trade and investment partnerships in
Africa. What we hear from our businesses
is that they want to get in the game in
Africa.”
In fact, the penny dropped a while back.
China’s two way trade with the continent
has mushroomed from less than $10 billion in 2000 to $200 billion last year. US
trade with the African continent tripled
between 2002 and 2012, to $100 billion a
year. President Obama was gracious about
China in Africa.
The interesting trend to note is that
China’s dependence on Africa’s Oil [in
particular] is set to grow, whilst the US
dependence on any foreign oil is set to
slide towards zero. This will become quite
a geopolitical conundrum for China, especially because the US has such a decisive
and embedded ‘Full Spectrum’ military
lever across the continent.
The President has been very hard edged
in deploying US hard power. The two
architects of the R2P doctrine, which was
deployed with effect to topple Muammar
Gaddafi, Susan Rice and Samantha Power
are key players in the second administration and have the President’s ear. My point
is that the US has established a gatekeeper position via its military insertion in
Africa.
I will leave the final word to Obama.
“It’s true that Africa faces great challenges, and meeting these challenges
together is a focus of my trip. But all too
often the world overlooks the amazing
progress that Africa is making.”

Shares go up and down and readers are advised that this column represents Mr Satchu’s
personal opinions.

