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The weather is
a wild-card
On Saturday night I sat and listened
to the torrential downpour. In fact, I
found it quite sensual (what with the
accompanying crescendo of thunder
and lightning). Well, until I peered
outside my ground-floor window and
called Nishet and said “if the velocity
is maintained, we are going to be
submerged”. Then I started to scan
social media and noted Nakumatt
Ukay had sunk below the waterline. Of
course, the Huruma building collapse
was still fresh in my mind and I cannot
help feeling it is a precursor or a
harbinger. Did you know the name
‘Nairobi’ comes from the Maasai phrase
Enkare Nairobi, which translates to
“cool water?’’ The phrase is also the
Maasai name of the Nairobi River,
which in turn lent its name to the city.
The area was essentially uninhabited
swamp until a supply depot of the
Uganda Railway was built in 1899. I
have always said to Nishet, we have
built on rivers and if rainfall spikes (like it
is doing now), a whole lot of this city is
going to be washed away and very little
distinction is going to be made between
Huruma, Westlands or Mzima Springs
on the way to Lavington.
Over the weekend, we also learnt
five islands have disappeared in the
Pacific’s Solomon Islands due to
rising sea levels and coastal erosion,
according to an Australian study. The
global warming phenomenon is real,
it was kind to us in 2015, but I cannot
help feeling the phenomenon is set
to intensify. And the last few days
are a powerful signal of where things
are headed. Last year, we found
ourselves in a ‘’sweet spot’’ in the El
Niño phenomenon. Whilst farmlands
to our North and South were parched,
Kenya sat in a ‘’sweet spot’’. Agriculture
constitutes 25 per cent of Kenya’s GDP
and the diffusion effect means when
agriculture does well, there is good
trickle-down. The economy expanded
at a 5.6 per cent rate in 2015, according
to the KNBS. “Agriculture gross value
improved to 6.2 per cent in the period
under review from 3.5 per cent in 2014
due to good weather and abundant
rainfall,” said Kenya National Bureau
of Statistics director general Zachary
Mwangi. The governor of the Central
Bank Patrick Njoroge said wistfully in a
Reuters Interview in December: “I wish
I could say something about controlling
the weather.” The weather is now a
serious wild-card for folks who are
parked on riparian land, for the farm
economy and even monetary policy.
The historian Sir Stephen Ranchman
and was known for having “played
piano duets with the last emperor of
China and twice hit the jackpot on slot
machines in Las Vegas”. The last point,
“twice hit the jackpot on slot machines
in Las Vegas” are the odds, in my
opinion, for another similarly benign
outcome in 2016 as we had in 2015.
The author is a financial analyst
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QUALITY ASSURANCE

Kebs warns over fake water
The agency has so far closed 84 water bottling plants which have been processing
water that do not meet set quality standards, and now plans to roll out new
standardisation mark
LOLA OKULO
@lola_okulo

The government is set to introduce
more secure standardisation marks
for bottled water in a bid to fight rising
supply of substandard products in the
market.
Kenya Bureau of Standards has classified water as a high-risk product due
to increased illicit trade. Kebs has so far
closed 84 water bottling plants which
have been processing water that do not
meet set quality standards, managing
director Charles Ongwae said.
There are about 600 licensed wa-

ter bottling plants in the country, the
standards agency said. Kebs plans to
meet with stakeholders in the water
bottling industry to discuss the new
rules. “Almost everyone wants to produce bottled water, we need to protect
people using these high-risk products,” Ongwae said on Saturday.
The new label will be more secure
than the current standardisation
mark, which unscrupulous manufacturers have been replicating and using on unauthorised water products.
The standardisation mark, Ongwae
said, has no permit number. The new
mark, which will be almost similar to
the new import standardisation mark,
will be implemented from July 1.

(+) KRA STRATEGY TO COUNTER
ILLICIT BOTTLED WATER TRADE

“WE NEED
TO PROTECT
PEOPLE
USING THESE
HIGH-RISK
PRODUCTS”

Kenya Revenue Authority has also raised the red flag
over rising trade in illicit bottled water. The taxman has
claimed about 60 per cent of bottled water in the market
is substandard. KRA plans to implement Excisable Goods
Management System on water in a bid to mitigate loss of
revenue in the segment. The excise stamp system has
already been enforced in the manufacture of wines, spirits
and cigarettes. KRA commissioner general John Njiraini
has alluded growth in domestic excise tax collections,
at 22.1 per cent year-on-year to Sh34.75 billion in nine
months to March, to the new excise stamp regime. The
stamp bearing the new mark will cost Sh0.49 and will
bear a 2D code encrypted in it.

FLASH FLOODS

PUBLIC FINANCE

Nakumatt diverts
Ukay shoppers to
Highridge branch

Kenya seeks
Sh30 billion for
budgetary support

Nakumatt Holdings has temporarily
turned its Highridge branch into a
24-hour service outlet following the
indefinite closure of Ukay Centre, which
operated round the clock, following
flash floods. Regional operations
and strategy director Thiagarajan
Ramamurtny yesterday said this will
help meet the needs of residents in
Westlands and its environs.

REUTERS/Kenya is offering a nine-year

Treasury Cabinet
secretary Henry
Rotich /FILE

bond to fund infrastructure projects
and a two-year Treasury bond for
budgetary support this month, worth
Sh30 billion ($299.40 million), the
Central Bank said. The bank will receive
bids until May 17 and the auction will
be held on May 18, it said. The CBK
initially released a statement on Friday
morning announcing the sale.

