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RECOGNITION

RMA Kenya scoops top award
for Jaguar sales in sub-Sahara

EXPERT COMMENT
ALY KHAN SATCHU

Street protests
will hurt 6%
growth forecast

JLR’s Nigel Clarke, RMA’s Sheila Sewe, Sanjiv Shah and
Caroline Ogutu, with JLR’s Richard Gouverneur /COURTESY

RMA Kenya has been named the Jaguar sub-Sahara Africa’s
importer of the year for growing the high-end brand. At an
awards banquet in Johannesburg, South Africa, the firm was
recognised for excellent sales and customer service. “Our
importer partners and sub-Sahara retailers are the ultimate
ambassadors for the Jaguar and Land Rover brands in their
respective countries,” Jaguar Land Rover South Africa and subSahara Africa managing director Richard Gouverneur said in a
statement on Friday.

Two weeks ago, I was in Doha and I
was watching international satellite
TV in my hotel room, and Kenya was
headline news. Three fatalities were
reported that day two weeks ago. The
protests had expanded geographically
and evidently the level of intensity was
ratcheting higher. And then I thought
to myself, presidential elections are not
due for more than a year. I returned to
Paul Virilio and his extraordinary book –
Speed and Politics. “The revolutionary
contingent attains its ideal form not in
the place of production, but in the street,
where for a moment it stops being a
cog in the technical machine and itself
becomes a motor (machine of attack), in
other words a producer of speed.’’
Muhammad Fraser-Rahim, the Africa
programmes officer at the US Institute
of Peace in Washington, was quoted by
Bloomberg. “The government has the
situation contained, but at the same
time the protests have spread outside
of Nairobi,” he said by phone. “If there
is an increase and intensification of the
protests for another six months, Kenya
is going to face a very difficult situation.”
Quantifying the economic hit arising
from the street turmoil is like shooting at
a moving target, but surely that Monday
(when I was in Doha) cost us at least $5
million. If this gets any bigger, forecasts
of a six per cent GDP expansion in 2016
and a top five position in SSA (IMF) will
look like a Hail-Mary pass. And this is
the point we keep allowing the ‘’political’’
economy to use the ‘’real’’ economy like
a punching bag. I flicked the channels
and came across a report from the
Congo, where opposition presidential
hopeful Moise Katumbi had been leading
the street against a third term for Kabila.
‘’Birthday-Boy’’ President Joseph Kabila
is constitutionally barred from running
for a third term, and Katumbi has set
out his stall now and is a formidable
adversary. In fact, the numbers were
building and Katumbi must have been
thinking this might just turn into a
Tsunami. President Kabila, however, outwitted Katumbi by removing him from
the street and the Congo entirely. This
might well prove a cleverly administered
technical knock-out. Of course, the
precursor was the Burkina uprising in
Ouagadougou in 2014 which terminated
‘’beautiful’’ Blaise Compare. The street is
a tinderbox and it has become a major
area of (political) contestation across the
continent.

Nigeria recovers
Sh918.2bn graft
cash, assets
REUTERS/ Nigeria’s government has

recovered $9.1 billion (Sh918.19
billion) in stolen money and assets, its
Information and Culture minister said
on Saturday. Corruption crackdown
continues against the backdrop of the
country’s worst economic crisis in
years. President Muhammad Buhari,
elected last year largely on his vow to
fight corruption, has vowed to recover
‘mind-boggling’ sums of money
stolen from the oil sector, saying
public coffers were “virtually empty”
when he took office last May. Since
then, the country has endured an
economic crisis caused by the sharp
fall in global oil prices.

DECLINE

Egypt non-oil
business activity
slows down
REUTERS/ Business activity in Egypt
shrank for the eighth straight month
in May, but at a lesser extent than
previous three months, a survey
showed yesterday. The Emirates
NBD Egypt Purchasing Managers
Index for the non-oil private sector
recorded 47.6 points in May after 46.9
points in April, remaining below the
50-point mark that separates growth
from contraction. “It’s definitely
encouraging to see signs that the
downturn has started to ease, as
tentative as those indications may be,”
said Senior Economist at Emirates
NBD Jean-Paul Pigat.

Vision 2030 acting director-general Gituro Wainaina addresses journalists at Southern Palms Beach in Diani, Kwale
county, on November 16 last year /FILE

FORWARD THINKING

Vision 2030 directors
root for cycling tracks
It will involve adopting a non-motorised transport, which if
implemented will greatly reduce time taken to commute
MARTIN MWITA
@MwitaMartin

The Vision 2030 secretariat wants
the Nairobi government to invest in
segregated cycle lanes to facilitate
the realisation of “cycling city” in the
next 15 years.
The body responsible for overseeing the implementation of the
country’s long-term development
blueprint on Friday entered into a
memorandum of understanding
with Play Guru Ltd, giving the firm’s
proposed $3.4 million (Sh343.4 million) bicycle assembly plant a vision
2030 flagship status.
The 10,000-unit a month assembly line, to be commissioned by end

of the year, could set Nairobi for a
major infrastructure transformation,
which will include cycling lanes and
pedestrian sidewalks.
Vision 2030 director-general Gituro Wainaina said the private sector
project will complement flagship
projects by government institutions
which are geared at propelling the
country to a highly developing middle-income economy by 2030.
Implementation of the project
may result in Nairobi adopting a
non-motorised transport system,
Wainaina said, adding this will save
commuting time which averages
four hours a day.
“The new roads we are currently
doing in the city are taking care of
bicycles and pedestrians...Uhuru
highway has no provision for that

but there is something now going
on,” Wainaina said.
Play Guru chief operating officer
Wycliffe Waweru said the company plans to open six more assembly
lines across the country, through a
franchise model, which will create
about 10,000 jobs.
“The primary assembly line will be
in Nairobi while the long-term plan
will be to franchise and feed six more
plants into the national grid,” Waweru said.
“This will help thousands set up
retail outlets in support of the vibrant industry thus providing thousands of job opportunities.”
The bicycles will retail at between
$135 (Sh13,634 ) and $145 (Sh14,644
), with an option for monthly repayment credit facility.

FIVE WAYS AGILE
SPRINTS CAN
HELP YOUR TEAM
A popular feature of agile project
management is the sprint, a five-day
process that helps teams focus on
and execute one big goal. You move
from idea to prototype to customer
research in a short span of time. The
idea is to fast-forward a project so you
can see what the end result might
look like and how the market will react.
But it’s not just about speed; it’s
also about momentum, focus, and
confidence. The companies who use
sprints (in oncology, robotics, coffee,
and other fields) see five consistent
benefits from the process:
Sprints help you start; they move you
from abstract to concrete, they keep
you focused on what’s important,
they force crisp decision-making and
encourage fast follow-up. If you’re
trying to tackle a big opportunity,
problem, or idea, sprints can help your
team get it done.

