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KCB Group
chairman Ngeny
Biwott, Baringo
Governor
Benjamin Cheboi
and DP William
Ruto at the KCB
Kimalel goat
auction in Baringo
on Saturday. The
event provides a
ready market for
goat farmers
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The meaning of
Aleppo: Symbol of
secular Syria
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leppo is an ancient metropolis, and according to Wikipedia,
one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world
– it may have been inhabited since the sixth millennium
BC. Such a long history is attributed to its strategic location as
a trading centre midway between the Mediterranean Sea and
Mesopotamia (modern Iraq). Aleppo was always a mosaic
of peoples and religions, with Muslims, Christians and a large
Armenian community. Aleppo was always a symbol of a
secular Syria and probably informs us of why it became such
a potent symbol for the Jihadists, many of whom were ported
straight out of Benghazi.
The importance of Syria’s President Bashar al-Assad’s
victory cannot be gainsaid. Of course it is not only the
optometrist President’s victory but also a victory for Russia’s
Vladimir Putin, and for Iran’s Sayyed Ali Khamenei. Without that
constellation of Iranian ground forces and Russian air power,
President Assad would surely have been a foot-note just like
former Libyan ruler Muammar Gaddafi whom Hillary Clinton
said: ‘’We came, we saw, he died.’’
The Arab ‘’Spring’’ started in Tunisia and as the ‘’Jasmine’’
revolution with the self-immolation of the 26-year-old
Mohamed Bouazizi.
However, in a Rumsfeldian move you will recall Rumsfeld
said this after 9/11: “Hard to get good case. Need to move
swiftly,” the notes say. “Near term target needs – go massive
– sweep it all up, things related and not.”
Western powers saw an opportunity to topple Gaddafi
and Bashar. Aleppo is where the regime change agenda was
stopped in its tracks. This is the first and overarching point. Of
course, the price that has been paid by ordinary Syrians to
achieve this has been off the charts. The hand-wringing and
grand-standing out of the likes of Ambassador Power is not
correlated to their sense of tragedy about the lives lost, but
entirely correlated to the geopolitical import of Aleppo. Proxy
assets have been annihilated or about to be – and remember
the last thing the owners of the proxies want is that the ‘’HeadChoppers’’ come home to Riyadh, Doha and Istanbul.
‘’As flies to wanton boys are we to th’ gods,
They kill us for their sport’’
The proxies will be dispensed with on Syrian soil because
if they ever do go home, then we will really have an “Arab
Spring’’ – not one that was manufactured. The propaganda
that was the White Helmets, that was the idea that a bunch of
Wahhabist Head-Choppers were going to bring democracy to
Syria has been exposed, and is particularly poor in comparison
with, for example, Russian interference in the US election,
which was non-linear and seriously sophisticated.
President Assad, who was once hanging on in Damascus by
his finger-tips, has been off former British Prime Minister David
Cameron, US President Barack Obama, Italy’s PM Matteo
Renzi, and the single-digit (popularity) President François
Hollande of France. German Chancellor Angela Merkel is now
surrounded on all sides in Europe. President Abdel Fattah
al-Sisi of Egypt has seen the way the wind is blowing and has
skedaddled into the Russia, Iran Axis.
Aleppo is the moment when the trend changed, and Russia
and Iran are now in the ascendancy; and those in their palaces
in Riyadh, Doha and Istanbul need to appreciate how fluid this
moment is, and how exposed they are now. Let me leave with
you with the Poem Ozymandias By Bysshe Shelley:
I met a traveller from an antique land,
Who said —“Two vast and trunkless legs of stone
Stand in the desert. . . . Near them, on the sand,
Half sunk a shattered visage lies, whose frown,
And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,
Tell that its sculptor well those passions read
Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,
The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed;
And on the pedestal, these words appear:
My name is Ozymandias, King of Kings;
And ask who will be Ozymandias?
Aly-Khan is a financial analyst

COST-REDUCTION STRATEGY

Nissan, Renault, Mitsubishi to
share electric car platform
REUTERS/Nissan Motor, Renault SA and Mitsubishi Motors
Corp will combine their electric vehicle platforms in an effort
to slash prices down to levels comparable to conventional
gasoline cars, the Nikkei newspaper has said.
The Nikkei said Renault and Japan’s Mitsubishi Motors
Corp, which recently came under Nissan’s control, will use the
same vehicle platform as Nissan’s remodeled Leaf electric car
expected to go on sale around 2018.
The three companies will share the motor, inverter and
battery, a move that will lower the Leaf’s price by about a fifth,
the paper said. The strategy comes as auto giants Volkswagen
AG and Toyota Motor Corp are also aiming to mass-produce
battery electric vehicles amid tightening emissions and fueleconomy regulations around the world.

BUY KENYA, BUILD KENYA

Chinese sink Sh20bn
into incubation park
The business centre will support local industries with product
supply, technology and capacity building, says MD Anna Tao
STAR REPORTER
@TheStarKenya

Two Chinese firms have entered into
a joint venture to set up a Sh20.43
billion ($200 million) business incubation park at the country’s Export
Processing Zone in Athi River.
Shaghai-based CIFAL International
and China International Investment
said the proposed Sino-African Incubation Park will create 200,000
square-metres of industrial park on
60 acres of the EPZ grounds.
The park will be built in four phases
over the next three years, with an estimated Sh510.95 million ($5 million)
investment under the first phase.
CIFAL International managing director Anna Tao said the project will be
constructed by Qingjian International Group, a Chinese engineering and
construction firm with annual revenue base of more than Sh786 billion
($7.7 billion).
The incubation park, she said, will
help manufacturing and technological companies produce value-added

products for export to global markets.
An entrepreneurial hub to support
women and youth set up businesses
is also planned at the proposed multibillion-shilling park.
“This will be an integrated park
with the functions of display, wholesale, distribution, logistics and warehousing,” Tao said in a statement
yesterday. “It will also provide enterprises with supporting resources and
services such as logistics and distribution, product or technology testing,
catering staff meals, office supplies,
marketing and advertising materials,
communications and many more.”
The proposed Sino-African Incubation Park will be a bridge to connect
Sino-African industries and introduce competitive edge of industries
in Kenya, she added. The firm plans
transfer of manufacturing expertise
from China to Kenya with the goal
of creating “Made in Kenya” brands,
thereby creating thousands of job opportunities.
“From investment, construction,
operations, industrial incubator,

trade platform services, equity investment and other projects. The incubation park will also support local
industries with technology, product
supply and other capacity building,”
Tao said.
“This will result in localised products with better quality and better
prices and creation of new communication channels with successful Chinese/Kenyan enterprises in different
industries.”
The production of “low-quality”
products by domestic firms has been
cited as a stumbling block to Buy
Kenya, Build Kenya policy. President
Uhuru Kenyatta directed state ministries, departments and agencies on
June 1, 2015, to procure at least 40 per
cent of supplies locally, but this is yet
to be fully implemented.
Industry and Trade CS Adan Mohamed on November 16 asked the
Kenya Association of Manufacturers
to develop a list of locally made products which meet international standards, with an aim of barring their
importation by state entities.
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