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Its the End
Game in
Harare,
Khartoum and
Kinshasa

I

was reading the @AfDB_Group
#2019AEO Economic release
which is rather a well put together
report and in that report the AfDB
pronounced that Africa’s average
inflation fell from 12.6 percent in
2017 to 10.9 percent in 2018 and is
projected to further decline to 8.1
percent in 2020.
‘’Inflation is highest in South
Sudan, at 188 percent, due to the
lingering economic crisis. Inflation
is lowest, at 2 percent or less, in
members of the Central African
Economic and Monetary Commu-

nity and the West African Economic
and Monetary Union and particularly in members of the CFA zone
because of its link to the euro’’
There is a ubiquitious Meme that
Africa is not a Country and that
Inflation continuum 2%-188% confirms as much. A further dive into
the Inflation data and you will note
some serious, non-linear inflation
spikes. In Bashir’s Sudan Inflation
rose to 72.94% in December.
In Zimbabwe, Inflation clocked
42.1% in December [nothing close
to The peak month of hyperinflation
which occurred in mid-November
2008 when the rate was estimated
at 79,600,000,000% per month].
DR Congo is somewhere around
25% but data is difficult to gather as
you would expect.
I have been reading Yuval Noah
Harari and in his best-seller he says
this about money;
“Money is accordingly a system
of mutual trust, and not just any
system of mutual trust: money is
the most universal and most efficient system of mutual trust ever
devised.”
“Cowry shells and dollars have
value only in our common imagination. Their worth is not inherent in
the chemical structure of the shells
and paper, or their colour, or their
shape. In other words, money isn’t a
material reality – it is a psychologi-

cal construct. It works by converting
matter into mind.”
The Point I am seeking to make is
that There is a correlation between
high Inflation and revolutionary
conditions, Zimbabwe is a classic
example where there are $9.3
billion of Zollars in banks compared
to $200 million in reserves, official
data showed.
The Mind Game that ZANU-PF
played on its citizens has evaporated in a puff of smoke. President Mnangagwa was cavorting
around the World with his scarf [As
violence unfolded on the streets,
Mnangagwa traveled to Russia. He’s
also scheduled to visit Kazakhstan,
Belarus and Azerbaijan before flying
to the World Economic Forum in
Davos] at the very moment that
his Citizens like Roberto Durán II in
his fight with Sugar Ray Leonard
turned away from Leonard towards
the referee and quit by apparently
saying, “No más” (Spanish for “No
more”).
The Petrol price hike was the
proximate cause and ‘’ignited the
already dry tinder on the ground’’
[Piers Pigou International Crisis
Group] Samm Farai Monro told the
Guardian “The government can
switch off the internet but not the
frustrations of millions of people.”
I said to Aljazeera “What we’re
watching across this continent -

whether it’s Gabon, Sudan, or DR
Congo [I should have added Zimbabwe and Chad and Cameroon and
others] - is a kind of tipping point
moment,” Ryszard Kapuxcinski
characterised the revolutionary
moment thus
‘’The choice of that moment is
the greatest riddle of history’’ and
also said “If the crowd disperses,
goes home, does not reassemble,
we say the revolution is over.”
What is clear to me is that Zimbabwe is at a Tipping Point moment.
At the time of the Jasmine Revolution in Tunis the crowds chanted
“We are not afraid, we are not
afraid, we are afraid only of God.” In
Tunis, it was the self-immolation of
Mohamed Bouazizi ( 29 March 1984
– 4 January 2011) on 17 December
2010, which became a catalyst for
the Tunisian Revolution. I don’t know
where the match is coming from but
what I do know is that not even Dr.
Benedict Oromah’s Afreximbank
[who have taken an enormous punt
on Zimbabwe] can save the situation. There was a Trend Change on
the street last week and it strikes
me that the long-suffering Citizen
has thrown off their Fear.
In Sudan I saw this Tweet from @
daloya
Singing an old Sudanese revolutionary song: “we sing in our prison
as you tremble in your castle”

#SudanUprising.
President Bashir whose Prop is
not a scarf but a Jig is hanging on
by his fingertips. He has managed
to claw his way back into position
before and is a political Harry Houdini otherwise he would not have
lasted more than three decades but
its clear these are “the last days” or
“end times.”
In DR Congo, the Constitutional
Court has declared Félix Antoine
Tshisekedi Tshilombo the President.
It is widely accepted that he received 20% or thereabouts of the Vote
versus Martin Fayulu who received
about 60%. Martin Fayulu told the
FT’s @thomas_m_wilson
“I won’t let the victory of the
Congolese people be stolen. If they
don’t get the truth now, no one will
trust any election ever again.”
The announced result is the equivalent of overturning @anc_party’s
@CyrilRamaphosa [who will surely
win the election in 2019] and investing @Our_DA’s @MmusiMaimane
as President. It was a clever ruse by
the outgoing President Kabila but it
wont stand.
We are in the End Game now.
It might be tomorrow, it might be
months away but make no mistake
Its the End Game in Harare, in Khartoum and in Kinshasa.
Aly-Khan is a financial analyst

RAW DEAL

Ghost of inflated bills returns
to haunt Kenya Power in court
Six petitioners argue the out-of-court deal did not sort out public issues

VICTOR AMADALA
@ItsAmadala

The High Court in Nairobi will today
hear an application by six Kenyans
seeking to suspend an out-of-court
settlement that the Kenya Power
signed with Nairobi lawyer Apollo
Mboya.
The lawyer who together with
the Electricity Consumer Society of
Kenya had in January last year filed
a class action suit against the power
distributor over fraudulent billions
and abuse of monopoly agreed to the
matter out of court.
The six petitioners led by Jerotich
Seii however applied to court on December 6, 2018 seeking to suspend
the settlement, urging that the deal
did not sort out main issues raised
in the public sponsored case.
“In a heart shattering moment, and
flagrant breach of trust bestowed
upon him by the people of Kenya,
the first petitioner chose to settle this
petition by entering into a consent
order dated October 23, 2018,” reads
one of the claims filed by the six in
December.
They asked the court to suspend
the consent orders in this petition

pending the hearing and determination of the substantive issues raised
in the petition. Lawyer Apollo Mboya
had not responded to our inquiries
about the case and subsequent deal
with Kenya Power by the time of going to press.
Speaking to the Star yesterday, Seii
said lawyer Apollo Mboya breached
public trust when he agreed to the
deal in private without consultation.
‘’This was a public interest case. It
was wrong for the lawyer who was
acting on behalf of the public to
agree to the deal in private. The out
of court deal failed to address key
issues raised by the public against
Kenya Power,’’ she said.
According to her, the deal failed
to address how the powerman will
compensate consumers for false and
misleading representation in electricity tariffs and bills.
Consumers had accused Kenya
Power of inflating and backdating November and December 2017
bills to recover Sh10.1 billion fuel
cost charge as had been indicated
in the firm’s annual statement for
the year ended June 2017. It had so
far recovered Sh2 billion, leaving out
Sh8.1 billion that was to be passed
on to consumers in monthly invoices.
She added Kenya Power is still

Lawyer Apollo Mboya /ENOS TECHE

abusing its monopoly through over
pricing as well as subjecting consumers to third party vendors who
charge high transaction fees.
Other petitioners include Wanjeri Nderu, Eva Mutua, James Gitau,
Fredrick Asira and Victor Otieno.
Kenya Power agreed to stick to tariffs approved by the Energy Regulatory Commission and set up billing

query centres countrywide.
It also gave customers 30 days to
raise billing complaints, promising
not to disconnect supply to customers who raise issues regarding their
bills within the period.
The listed power distributor also
agreed to pay suit costs for Mboya
and the Electricity Consumers Society of Kenya.

TALK TO REMOTE
COLLEAGUES ABOUT
HOW YOU’LL WORK
TOGETHER
Do you have a coworker who’s
in a different office or location?
When you work virtually with
someone on a regular basis, it
can be helpful to talk about how
you’ll work together.
Have a conversation about the
best ways to communicate.
For example, you might decide
to email for simple matters but
get on Skype when something
complex requires you to share
screens.
Also, discuss what times of day
are better to call or text, and
whether there are particular
days of the week you should
avoid.
If you collaborate on
documents, establish a
process to ensure you don’t
inadvertently delete updates
or create conflicting versions.
Consider using Dropbox,
Google Docs, or another
service that monitors revisions.
Establishing these kinds
of ground rules early on
demonstrates respect for
each other’s time and helps
avoid the frustration that
can come from mismatched
expectations.

