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Tourism stakeholders upbeat on sector’s performance after polls
EXPERT COMMENT
ALY KHAN SATCHU

China is rising
and fast

C

hina’s parabolic rise has been simply
breath-taking. Millions of Chinese have
been lifted out of poverty and China
continues to expand at a pace that other
big economies can only dream about. Xi Jinping’s
One Belt One Road [OBOR] program binds the world
to Beijing because all the roads and railways have but
one destination and that is China. Washington has
metastized into an epicentre of risk [Donald Trump
refers] and talk of a unipolar US-dominated world
have largely evaporated. President Putin refused to
be rolled over by a Victoria Nuland inspired ‘’Colour
Revolution’’ in the Ukraine and drew a line in the sand
and one of the collateral consequences of that was
to send President Putin into the ready embrace of
Xi Jinping. In fact, far from being a unipolar world, we
have entered a bipolar or even a Tripolar world [US,
China and Russia].
Apart from a few half-hearted and timid FONOPs
[freedom of navigation operations], China has
established control over the South China Sea. It has
created artificial Islands and then militarised those
artificial islands across the South China Sea. It is a
mind-boggling geopolitical advance any which way
you care to cut it. China has advanced its footprint
in Pakistan, where it has leased the Gwadar Port
[giving China and Central Asia access to the Gulf
region and the Middle East] for 43 years. Sri Lanka,
which gorged on Chinese debt, has had to disgorge
the Hambantota Port to its creditor. And recently, we
saw China formally open a miitary facility in Djibouti.
These moves taken together speak to a material
Chinese advance. The pivot to Asia which was
supposed to contain China is dead in the water and
China has sprung that trap.
China is also in Narendra Modi’s face in the Doklam
Plateau, which sits at the tri-junction region of
Bhutan, China and India. It’s as if Xi Jinping is goading
Narendra Modi, who would be seriously ill-advised
to take on the Chinaman in that remote plateau.
The Financial Times carried an article last week
which described China’s embrace of asymmetric
warfare, which spoke of a ‘’revolution in military
affairs’’ and described a new ‘’swarm’’ technology.
‘’With their tiny propellers buzzing, the fleet of
Chinese aircraft, little larger than model planes,
are flung into the air one at a time by huge rubber
bands. Soon the sky is full of toylike drones flying in
formations over unidentified mountains in China....
Each tiny aircraft — bought online for a few hundred
dollars — is loaded with software and sensors
capable of communicating with the other drones in
the swarm. Developers are working towards a future
where thousands could operate in sync, identifying
and attacking targets’’.
“This goes all the way back to the tactics of Attila
the Hun,” says Randall Steeb, senior engineer at
the Rand Corporation in the US. “A light attack force
that can defeat more powerful and sophisticated
opponents. They come out of nowhere, attack from
all sides and then disappear, over and over.”
Once upon a time, the Chinese built the Great Wall
of China to keep the Barbarians out and President
Trump and other ‘wannabe’ Wall Builders seem to
have entered a worm-hole and are now following
that ancient Chinese script, which China itself long
ago jettisoned.
Meanwhile, China has jumped its wall and is
advancing with a surety of purpose which is quite
remarkable.
Aly-Khan is a financial analyst

STAR REPORTER / With diminutive effect from the election anxiety,
Kenya’s tourism sector has withstood the pressures of uncertainties that
resulted in some tourists holding their travel plans. As one of the most volatile sectors, tourism stakeholders remain obliged to Kenyans for choosing
peace during a considerably unstable time. This, according to Cyrus Onyiego, Jumia Travel’s Kenya Country Manager, is a factor that has saved the
industry a major blow as compared to previous election periods.
“During the election period, Jumia Travel’s decrease in room bookings
was 30 percent as compared to an anticipated over 40 percent. The numbers are already stable following the relative stability in the country, but the
trajectory will only remain if peace prevails to the end,” says Onyiego.
His sentiments are seconded by Carmen Nibigira, who is a travel and
tourism expert, who has applauded the Kenya Tourism Federation for sen-

sitising all stakeholders on how to handle any security related issues around
tourist sites.
While noting tourism’s major role in the economy as well as its resilience
to external factors, including incidents associated with elections, Carmen
said, “I hope we all learn that Kenya is not a stand-alone destination; therefore, security and peace around the region is a concern to all of us.”
Stakeholders, especially hotels, are now capitalising on the high season,
characterized by the great wildebeest migration. Kenyans are being called
upon to partake on this wonder of the world, which is the current epitome
of Kenyan tourism.
“Focus is now on the Masai Mara, with most of our hotel partners in the
region already seeing increased bed occupancy as tourists travel to witness the phenomenon,” explains Onyiego.
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Bypasses help spruce
up the face of Meru

A section of the
bypass from
Gikumene, on
the outskirts of
Meru town
/COURTESY

Project, funded by the International Development Association to
the tune of Sh2.3 billion, is about to be completed
MERCY GAKII
@TheStarkenya

Meru county is set to benefit from
the construction of two bypasses situated within Meru Municipality. The
project, which is under Kenya Urban
Roads Authority, will decongest Meru
Town and its environs, according to
officials.
The Eastern and Western Bypasses
in Meru county commissioned in 2014
and 2015 are part of Vision 2030 infrastructure projects. The Eastern Bypass
is 12 kilometres long. It starts off in
Gikumene, covering the stretch over
12 kilometres all the way to the Makutano junction in Meru Town.
The bypasses are expected to give
residents and business owners a sigh
of relief from years of traffic snarlups
that would take hours to clear, leaving
Meru Town in a state of lockdown.
“I have been stuck at Meru open
market for close to three hours, yet

the distance from the market to my
house is only three kilometres,” said
Rose Makena, who works in Mikinduri subcounty. The jam is worse
during occasions such as graduation
ceremonies at Kenya Methodist University, which mostly leave the town
in limbo for days.
“During my graduation ceremony,
my guests could not get to the graduation square, and had to wait over five
kilometres away. It was worse after
the event because I had to walk a long
distance to meet them,” remembers
Victoria Njogu, now a lecturer.
Residents whose parcels of land
were repossessed by the government
ahead of the construction of the 50
kilometre projects are also happy after having been compensated.
Shadrack Mugiira, whose eighth of
an acre of land was bought off for the
road project, is now settled in Ruiri,
where he bought two acres of land.
“Half an acre in this place was sold
for Sh300,000 but immediately the
surveyors started mapping the road,

the prices went up. An eighth is now
Sh1.5 million,” he said.
The construction of the roads has
also created employment for the local
community. Eric Mbaabu is a consultant surveyor, in charge of liaising
with the contractor, supervision and
coordination of various activities onsite.
“Labourers have been trained and
some are even in a position to start
their own ventures with the skills
they have acquired once this project
is done,” he says.
Upon completion, the roads will
boost the business prospects as some
enterpreneural minds have already
invested heavily along the bypass.
The project, funded by the International Development Association to
the tune of Sh2.3 billion is about to
be completed, and will be in use by
end of the year, said Joseph Mburu,
a liaison officer in the project being
carried out by H Young Construction
Company.
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