"Whoever Controls The Narrative Controls The World''
As I watched the Daily Feed unfold in real time and at viral Speed, the Toppling of
Statues of course has been a central theme.
People just toppled the Junipero Serra statue in San Francisco. Serra founded the
first nine Spanish missions in California. @shane_bauer
https://twitter.com/shane_bauer/status/1274182715068133377?s=20
Interessante é que em Kinshasa, a estátua do Leopoldo II segue de pé. @iumtres
https://twitter.com/iumtres/status/1274324655407534082

I went to Westminster School and Parliament Square is in fact a place I know well
and the scenes that have unfolded of late around the Winston Churchill Statue
therefore were telescoped close and somehow personal and immediate.
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And because we know exist in a stream of consciousness World which is constantly
accelerating at a dizzying speed, My Mind back flipped to another toppling that of
a Statue of Saddam Hussein in Firdos Square in Baghdad in 2003.
‘Free Iraq’, Firdos Square, Baghdad. © Photograph by Goran Tomasevic, Reuters/
Landov, Newsweek , 9 April 2003. Reuters.

McCoy turned to Remy Ourdan, a reporter for Le Monde. "Where is this damn
Palestine Hotel?" he asked. Ourdan indicated the road to take.
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Not far away, Captain Bryan Lewis, the leader of McCoy's tank company, spotted a
car with "TV" scrawled on its side and shouted from his turret, "Is this the way to
the Palestine?"
A few minutes after the toppling, Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld told
reporters,
"The scenes of free Iraqis celebrating in the streets, riding American tanks, tearing
down the statues of Saddam Hussein in the center of Baghdad are breathtaking.
Watching them, one cannot help but think of the fall of the Berlin Wall and the
collapse of the Iron Curtain."
Propaganda has been a staple of warfare for ages, but the notion of creating
events on the battlefield, as opposed to repackaging real ones after the fact, is a
modern development.
It expresses a media theory developed by, among others, Walter Lippmann, who
after the First World War identified the components of wartime mythmaking as
"the casual fact, the creative imagination, the will to believe, and out of these
three elements, a counterfeit of reality."
As he put it, "Men respond as powerfully to fictions as they do to realities [and] in
many cases they help to create the very fictions to which they respond."
In the 1960s, Daniel J. Boorstin identified a new category of media spectacle that
he called "pseudo-events," which were created to be reported on.
However, it was later learned that the scene was closely managed by a US Colonel
and PSYOP (Psychological Operations) team who cordoned off the square, allowed
a relatively small group of Iraqi émigrés to gather around the statue, and then
used armored vehicles and steel cables to pull the statue down for the cheering
Iraqi group (Fahmy, 2007; Griffin, 2008)

Paul Virilio in his Book City of Panic wrote
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The Pentagon is eager to exploit the audiovisual impact of real-time mass
communication (remember Saddam's statue being toppled?) City of Panic by Paul
Virilio
Our minds are literally besieged by these Weapons of Mass Communication (as he
calls them), creating a "panic-driven tele-reality" and resulting in an odd kind of
"emotional synchronisation ... in which terror must be instantaneously felt by
all ... on the scale of a global terrorism".
Virilio maintains that the global village has created hyperterrorism as its "integral
accident" (just as derailment is the integral accident of a train). The Pentagon is
eager to exploit the audiovisual impact of real-time mass communication
(remember Saddam's statue being toppled?), but unfortunately so are the
terrorists. The same impulse drives contemporary art, says Virilio, and he often
returns to Stockhausen's incendiary remark that 9/11 was "the greatest work of art
ever".
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And then I recalled
The Bamiyan Statues @ramonpradosan
https://twitter.com/ramonpradosan/status/1274270339028090880?s=20
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‘’You remember those twin statues of the Buddha that I told you about? Carved out
of a mountain in Afghanistan, that got dynamited by the Taliban back in the spring?
Notice anything familiar?" Thomas Pynchon

"Twin Buddhas, twin towers, interesting coincidence, so what." "The Trade Center
towers were religious too. They stood for what this country worships above
everything else, the market, always the holy fuxxing market." [Thomas Pynchon]
http://bit.ly/2m9jhnh
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And it all left me wondering Who exactly is controlling the Console?
Is this Statue toppling business a Gladwellian and metastatic type Event?
I thought to myself This all has the Imprimatur of the "political technologist of all
of Rus."
And non linear War Specialist Vladislav Surkov.

Putin's system was also ripe for export, Mr Surkov added. Foreign
governments were already paying close attention, since the Russian "political
algorithm" had long predicted the volatility now seen in western democracies.

With a flourish he sponsored lavish arts festivals for the most provocative
modern artists in Moscow, then supported Orthodox fundamentalists, dressed
all in black and carrying crosses, who in turn attacked the modern-art
exhibitions. @TheAtlantic
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"It was the first non-linear war," writes Surkov in a new short story, "Without
Sky," published under his pseudonym and set in a dystopian future after the
"fifth world war":

"My portfolio at the @KremlinRussia_E and in government has included
ideology, media, political parties, religion, modernization, innovation, foreign
relations, and ..." - here he pauses and smiles - "modern art."

A ceaseless shape-shifting that is unstoppable because it is undefinable Adam
Curtis

The underlying aim, Surkov says, is not to win the war, but to use the conflict
to create a constant state of destabilised perception, in order to manage and
control

a decade of "semiotic arousal" when everything, it seemed, was a sign, a harbinger
of some future radical disjuncture or cataclysmic upheaval.
SolarEclipse2020 was the exact alignment of the Earth, Moon and Sun and was
visible for only 38 seconds arrived on the longest day of the year - the summer
solstice
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It certainly feels like the Virus has accelerated The World and that the Centre
cannot hold.

President Trump does not have the mental bandwidth – His is a narrow,
transactional Game.
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The Pandemic and Political Order @ForeignAffairs @FukuyamaFrancis
Another reason for pessimism is that the positive scenarios assume some sort of
rational public discourse and social learning. Yet the link between technocratic
expertise and public policy is weaker today than in the past, when elites held
more power.
The democratization of authority spurred by the digital revolution has flattened
cognitive hierarchies along with other hierarchies, and political decision-making
is now driven by often weaponized babble.
That is hardly an ideal environment for constructive, collective self-examination,
and some polities may remain irrational longer than they can remain solvent
If You were a betting Man You might well agree with

“Wolf Warrior painter” Wuheqilin
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A reality TV star botched the response to a global pandemic and now we are all
imprisoned in our homes and forced to watch him daily. @JenaFriedman
#COVID19
https://bit.ly/2WD1tl0
US is back reporting more that 30,000 daily cases @TetotRemi
https://twitter.com/TetotRemi/status/1274245556626509824?s=20

The Battlespace was not the Battlefield IT WAS THE INFORMATION BATTLESPACE
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US army war college quarterly 1997. The US officer assigned to the deputy chief
of staff (Intelligence), charged with defining the future of warfare, wrote
“One of the defining bifurcations of the future will be the conflict between
information masters and information victims.”
This information warfare will not be couched in the rationale of geopolitics, the
author suggests, but will be “spawned” - like any Hollywood drama - out of raw
emotions. “Hatred, jealousy, and greed - emotions, rather than strategy - will
set the terms of [information warfare] struggles”.

Ambassador John Bolton was always a Hard Power Specialist and last week gave us
some deep insights

“He stressed the importance of farmers, and increased Chinese purchases of
soybeans and wheat in the electoral outcome” @washingtonpost

“He stressed the importance of farmers, and increased Chinese purchases of
soybeans and wheat in the electoral outcome. I would print Trump’s exact words
but the government’s prepublication review process has decided otherwise.”

26-AUG-2019 :: What is also clear is that China has been very precise and
taking aim at the Farm Economy in particular is designed to strike at Trump's
soft underbelly
http://bit.ly/2MCcK0w
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At the same meeting, Xi also defended China’s construction of camps housing
as many as 1 million Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang — and Trump signaled his
approval.

“According to our interpreter,” Bolton writes, “Trump said that Xi should go
ahead with building the camps, which Trump thought was exactly the right thing
to do.”

What @AmbJohnBolton is telling me is Xi played @POTUS all the way
especially in the matter of #COVID19

Mr. Trump, he writes, was “pleading with Xi to ensure he’d win.” Mr. Bolton
said that Mr. Trump “stressed the importance of farmers, and increased
Chinese purchases of soybeans and wheat in the electoral outcome.”
@nytimes

05-MAR-2018 :: China has unveiled a Digital Panopticon in Xinjiang
http://bit.ly/2NQXgqB
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In one May 2019 phone call, Putin compared Venezuelan opposition leader
Juan Guaidó to 2016 Democratic presidential nominee Clinton, part of what
Bolton terms a “brilliant display of Soviet style propaganda” @washingtonpost
In one May 2019 phone call, for example, Russian President Vladimir Putin
compared Venezuelan opposition leader Juan Guaidó to 2016 Democratic
presidential nominee Clinton, part of what Bolton terms a “brilliant display of
Soviet style propaganda” to shore up support for Venezuelan leader Nicolás
Maduro. Putin’s claims, Bolton writes, “largely persuaded Trump.”

05-DEC-2016:: Putin has proven himself an information master, and his
adversaries are his information victims.
http://bit.ly/2CGuGDd

.@MarthaRaddatz “How would you describe Trump's relationship with Vladimir
Putin?” @ABC
John Bolton: “I think Putin thinks he can play him like a fiddle.”

“What if we have a real crisis like 9/11 with the way he makes decisions?”
Kelly is quoted as asking at one point @washingtonpost
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Africa is now accelerating off a Lowbase
Over 293,000 confirmed #COVID19 cases on the African continent - @WHOAFRO
https://twitter.com/WHOAFRO/status/1274639522245074944?s=20

On the 10-MAY-2020 : Africa was at 56,000 confirmed #COVID19 cases continent
https://bit.ly/2Lu9K3F
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The number of confirmed cases in Africa has been rising by about 30% a week over
the past month, but is set to incline steeply now.
There was a lot of FOX News level, mathematically illiterate magical thinking
about Africa and how it was going to dodge a ‘’Silver Bullet’’
That thinking is now debunked.
Africa is playing ''Whack a Mole'' with a blindfold on

Daily Confirmed COVID-19 cases @ourworldindata

The FED WILL KEEP ON PRINTING THEY HAVE ONLY JUST GOTTEN STARTED
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Equity Markets are being supported by Rampant Money Printing, Low but obviously
managed interest rates which is outweighing what will be a sharp and entrenched
EPS slow down world wide.
Consensus estimates for a 2021 massive earnings recovery seem too
aggressive. @dlacalle_ia

Prospering in the Pandemic FT
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The Dollar looks set to rally from here as #COVID19 accelerates
$DXY: US Dollar 5-Day Chart: See Chart. @FXPIPTITAN
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https://twitter.com/FXPIPTITAN/status/1274439502354722818?s=20

Notwithstanding
30% of Americans missed their housing payments in June.
Gold is a No Brainer targets $2,000.00

@Tavivcosta Gold
https://twitter.com/TaviCosta/status/1274504242250698753?s=20
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When we add to the mix: -Record global debt to GDP -Historic US equity
valuations -New fiat money printing across the globe -Suppressed long term
rates -Commodities to equity ratio at 50-year lows The macro environment is
incredibly bullish for precious metals today.

The Real Economy is however a Great Depression Redux.
Just weeks after the stock market crashed in 1929, President Herbert Hoover
assured the country that things were already “back to normal,” Liaquat
Ahamed writes in Lords of Finance World Of Finance
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Five months later, in March 1930, Hoover said the worst would be over “during
the next 60 days.”
When that period ended, he said, “We have passed the worst.”
Eventually, Ahamed writes, “when the facts refused to obey Hoover’s forecasts,
he started to make them up.”
Government agencies were pressed to issue false data. Officials resigned rather
than do so, including the chief of the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
And we all know how that turned out: The Great Depression.
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